DOWNTOWN FREEPORT
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February 2021

2021 SCHEDULE:
Downtown Freeport Festival District
The Downtown Freeport Festival District ordinance was
established by the city council to allow patrons to walk around
and shop with alcohol from local restaurants and bars on
designated days. Business owners may opt-in if they would
permit patrons to walk in with open alcohol in their store. The
liquor commission is looking for ideas on days to designate for the
festival district. Currently, we are looking to suggest - April 24
(Pretzel Fest), May 22 (Winefest), August 6 (last Music on
Chicago), October 21 (Wine & Witches), and November 21
(Mistletoe Walk). If you have additional ideas or questions, please
contact Katie or Nicole. More details will be discussed during the
February 17 meeting.

Partnership Contact information:
Beautification/Economic Development - Andrea Schultz Winter
awinter@greaterfreeport
233-1354
Business Engagement/Support - Bill Clow
bclow@greaterfreeport.com
233-1353
Events - Katie Gentz
kgentz@greaterfreeport.com

233-6301

Marketing/Promotion - Nicole Haas
nhaas@greaterfreeport.com
801-3676

Building & Business Owner
Meeting Dates:
Greater Freeport Partnership will be leading
future meetings.

February 17, 7:30 AM
@ Freeport Public Library
April 21, 7:30 AM
@ Flair Boutique
June 16, 7:30 AM
@ Deininger Floral
Business Education Series:
February 25
Legal Structures for New &
Small Business
March 25
Hiring in a Digital Age
Upcoming Events:
February 12-13
Valentine's Day Shopping
March 15-16
Spring Line Intro
April 24
Pretzel Fest
May 22
Pretzel City Winefest
June 4
Music on Chicago

2021 Downtown
Beautification
Priorities
From January Beautification Committee Meeting

1. Main Street Accreditationintent is to get Partnership
accredited as a Main Street
Community, as part of the Main
Street Program. This will not create
a separate new organization but
live under the Partnership. The
process takes approximately a year.
2. Continuing to update street
furniture-working on finding new
grants.
3. Seasonal planting and
maintenance.
4. Quarterly ‘walk-arounds’ with
City staff. The Beautification
Committee will be doing a walk
around with the city and talking
with business owners to see if they
have questions, concerns, or
suggestions.
5. Incorporate art engagement &
placemaking projects.
6. Improving wayfinding signage.
7. Quarterly Clean-ups (at
minimum frequency).
8. Katie Gentz will continue to
coordinate with the
organizations/companies that are
volunteering their time to maintain
the landscaping beds.
If you are interested in
participating in the Beautification
Committee, please contact
Andrea Schultz Winter,
awinter@greaterfreeport.com
The group meets the second Friday
of every month at 7:30 am at the
Partnership office and via Zoom.

Facade Improvement
Grant
Due February 26
The Façade Improvement Program
is designed to provide building
owners with financial incentives to
preserve, restore, and rehabilitate
the exterior features of buildings
located within the Downtown TIF
District area and Downtown
Historic District. The reimbursable
grants are provided in recognition
of the positive impact that
individual facade rehabilitation can
have on the overall appearance and
quality of storefronts.
For more information, contact
Kirstin Hinds at
cddirector@cityoffreeport.org.

1st Annual Pretzel Fest

In addition to other great
downtown summer events, we
are excited to bring Pretzel Fest
to Downtown Freeport on April
24. Near the commemoration of
National Pretzel Day on April 26,

2021 Downtown
Marketing Initiatives
The primary goal of marketing
efforts in 2021 is to increase instore foot traffic to shopping and
dining locations in downtown.
Secondarily, we hope efforts will
increase visitation to attractions
and events.
We will achieve these goals with a
well-executed, professional digital
and social campaigns featuring
photo and video of shopping, dining
and attractions. The campaign will
run May through September. The
Partnership will continue to
produce quarterly shopping rack
cards for each season and
distribute in downtown and abroad.
Downtown maps and kiosks will be
updated semi-annually with
changes and updates.
Monthly shopping events have
been planned throughout the year
(including historically slow months)
to remind shoppers of the
opportunities they have locally. If
you have other ideas or concerns,
please contact Nicole or Katie.

Pretzel Fest will celebrate all
the Pretzel City has to offer BBQ competition, historic
information on why the city
embodies the name, activities
for all ages, student
performances, and more to
come.
We encourage all businesses
and restaurants to embrace
the day by offering menu items
with pretzels, merchandise
with pretzel themes and
anything else you can think of!
More details announced soon!

